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PRAYER CONCERNS – MEMBERS
Dave Ellison, began radiation treatment.

Larry Gentry, receiving therapy at home. 

Sarah Makin, recovering from surgery at home.

Carolyn Qualls, health concerns.

Thomas Qualls, health concerns.

Tina Sansom, multiple health issues.

Dennis Sauerwein, health concerns.

Thom Smith, passed away on September 2nd.

Kim Williams, recovering at home.

PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Revonda Hale, will have radiation treatment and enter hospice.

Karen Johnson, Paula Shelton’s step-mother, is recovering from 

surgery. 

Jodi Lowe, friend of Judy Norman, had a stroke in her eye, more 

tests to follow. 

Kenneth Minch, Betty Hitchcock’s nephew, passed away on 

September 19th. 

Mason Pack (2-years-old), friend of Robert & Kay Terrell, health 

issues.

Kay Sams, friend of Tina Silva, serious health issues. 

Barbara Urbaniak, had surgery September 16th.

WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

October 4, 2026

World Communion Sunday

Children’s Time: Pastor

Message: The Table of the Lord

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Our Faithfulness

  

  September 20:                   September 27:

  Sunday School: 22             Sunday School: 26

  Worship: 81                       Worship: 75

  Offering: $7,697.87             Offering: $7,973.32

SESSION 

Class of 2026            Class of 2027              Class of 2028                                                            

Pam Leckey             Margaret Harper           Mike Bradshaw 

Sidney Thurmer       Theresa McKenrick        Ann Gentry                  

         Barry Shelton                Hal Hughes                                                          

Donna Kraemer New Member

The Promoter 

 First Cumberland  Presbyterian Church

127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4836, 37831  

         (865) 483-8433 | www.1stcpc.org 

Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor

September 28, 2026



CHURCH STAFF

Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn

Treasurer— Blake Shelton

Admin. Assistant— Natalie Gibson     

Music Director— Amy Byrd 

Pianist—Kim Keck               

Organist— Barbara Spence      

Accompanist—Rachelle Hall

Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer

Librarian – Mary Murray

BIRTHDAYS

 9/29  Wayne Missaggia

10/01 Lewis DeMaster

          Carlton Harper

10/02 Ed Butcher

10/05 Millie Richards

10/06 Skylar Thomason

10/09 Bruce LeForce

ANNIVERSARIES

 9/28 Blake & Paula Shelton

10/01 Yok & Amanda Weaver

WEDNESDAY EVENING STUDY

Our Wednesday Evening Study is starting 

soon! Pastor Blakeburn will lead a six-week 

study of Max Lucado’s book, Unbreakable 

Courage, beginning Wednesday, October 

7th, at 6:30 p.m. and continuing through 

November 11th.

WORD BIBLE STUDY GROUP

The Word Bible Study Group began a study of The Book of Hebrews (Finding Life’s Better 

Things) on Sunday, August 30th. “Hebrews is a pep talk to a group of professing Christians who 

had evidently lost their initial enthusiasm for the Christian faith… They seemed to be growing 

more slothful and discouraged… Like the Hebrews to whom this letter was addressed 

professing Christians today face many crises that may chip away at our faith in the Lord.  But 

we will learn that we too can find the better things of life as God enables us to persevere in faith 

and live wholeheartedly for Christ.”

 Sunday, September 20: Jesus: Our Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:12-5:10).

  

  JOURNEY STUDY GROUP

They are studying Be Alive by Warren Wiersbe.  It’s a study of the Gospel of John. Wiersbe 

teaches how no other gospel paints such a vivid picture of Jesus as the Son of God. Through 

miracles, parables, and relationships, Jesus shows how He is the fulfillment of God's promises 

of old.  This class meets in the fellowship hall at 9:45.

 Sunday, September 20: Christ and the Crisis (John 12)

YOUNG ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The Young Adult Sunday School Class is studying The Story by Randy Frazee.  It is an 

abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel.  “In the beginning of The Story, God 

walked with his first children in a beautiful garden … in harmonious relationship.  At the end of 

The Story, he will walk with us again, in a beautiful garden.  The question is: what will happen in 

the pages in between?  As we walk through The Story together, we will see how God is weaving 

all our Lower Stories to tell his one grand Upper Story.” This class is being taught by Mason and 

Maria Williams. They meet in the church library at 10:00 a.m.  

A NEW WAY TO GIVE

Our church now offers online giving through Tithe.ly! You can give securely online from your 

computer or phone, choose the fund you would like your gift to support, set up a one-time gift or 

recurring giving, give anytime, wherever you are—no need to bring cash or a check.

Use the link below or scan the QR code to give online.

https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=edcfd3ec-3d88-4167-8da1-edccab51c827 

SESSION REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

1. Devotion and Opening Prayer: Ann Gentry (James1:2) - Living the Spirit of Joy.

2. Present: Pastor Blakeburn, Ann Gentry, Margaret Harper, Hal Hughes, Pam Leckey, 

Theresa  McKenrick, Barry Shelton, Sid Thurman, and Mitzi Griffin (Session Clerk).

3. Excused: Mike Bradshaw

4.Treasurer’s Report:  Offering in August: $26,460.93.  Expenses for August: $26,633.49.

 • Memorials:       $11,150.00

 • Insurance Refund:  $1,118.85

 • Facility Usage Fee:   $325.00

 • Dividends:          $232.17

 • Interest (checking):    $37.49

5. Administrative Ministry:  Elder Delegate to the October 3rd meeting of the Presbytery of 

East Tennessee is Pam Leckey with Sid Thurman being the alternate.

6. Properties Ministry:

 • New concrete steps and railing have been installed.

 • Cherokee Cleaning Services is now cleaning the upstairs portion of the church.

 • James Nelson is going to work on the two metal doors and repair the moisture  

   problem in the Bible Discussion Classroom.

 • Big Orange Tree Service removed the Magnolia tree and stump.

 • CPWM is refinishing the floor in the Fellowship Hall.

 • Hired Sam the Concrete Man to repair the sidewalk leading into the back of the   

   sanctuary.

7. Worship Ministry:

 • They are working on replacing the piano is the choir room.

 • Noted that they are continuing to look for a church organist.

8. Other Business:

 • Recommendation passed to open a Corporate Non-Profit Brokerage Account to   

   receive stock from the Batch estate.

 • It was decided that the Church Library be a sub-committee under Christian  

   Education.

 • Discovered that we had two copies of the deed to our church and a copy of our  

   Charter of Incorporation in our safety deposit box at TNBank.

9. Closing Prayer: Rev. Larry Blakeburn

 ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

On Sunday, November 1, we will observe All 

Saints’ Day during our worship service.  All 

Saints’ Day is a time to remember the “great 

cloud of witnesses” whose living memory is a 

source of inspiration for us.  The term saint 

refers to the legion of believers who have 

served faithfully in the church and who 

touched our lives in special ways.  We will 

observe this day with a special time of 

remembering the saints of our church who 

have died this past year.  There will be 

candles representing each person and we 

ask that a family member or friend come 

forward during a special litany and light a 

candle in remembrance of their loved one. 

 Saints being remembered: Geneva 

Empfield, Jim Batch, Jim Luton, Thom Smith, 

and Jim Giles.

If we have missed anyone, please let us 

know by Wednesday, October 28th. 
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