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WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 
 

August 23, 2026 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Children’s Time: Patricia Pace 
Sermon: The Little Things 

Scripture: Song of Songs 2:10-15; Luke 10:38-42 

                                  THE SESSION 
 
         Class of 2026        Class of 2027        Class of 2028                                          
           Pam Leckey       Margaret Harper      Mike Bradshaw               
           Thom Smith     Theresa McKenrick       Ann Gentry 
        Sidney Thurmer       Barry Shelton           Hal Hughes 

Our Faithfulness 
   

  August 9:                         August 16: 
  Sunday School: 32           Sunday School: 25 
  Worship: 97                      Worship: 86 
  Offering: $8,295.00          Offering: $13,536.93 

PRAYER CONCERNS - MEMBERS 
Ralph Aurin, released from MMC, recovering at home. 
Dean Binnie,  health issues. 
Dave Ellison, began treatment on August 14th.  
Larry Gentry, released from NHC on August 11th.  
Carolyn Qualls, released from UTMC, recovering at home. 
Thomas Qualls, health issues. 
Tina Sansom, multiple health issues. 
Dennis Sauerwein, health concerns. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Amy Byrd  welcomed Caroline Marie on Thursday, August 14

th
.   

Dr. Jim Giles, Donna Kraemer’s husband, passed away on August 
 14th. 
 Revonda Hale, friend of Becky Bullard, will be receiving long term care 
 and  has started immunotherapy. 
Charlie Jackson, friend of Jim & Betsy Pease, recovering from eye 
 surgery.  
Karen Johnson, Paula Shelton’s step-mother, is recovering from  
 surgery.  
 Jodi Lowe, friend of Judy Norman, had a stroke in her eye, more tests. 
Bob Minch, Betty Hitchcock’s brother, passed away on July 25th. 
Kenneth Minch, Betty Hitchcock’s nephew, serious health issues.  
Glen Missaggia, Wayne’s brother is in CCU in Chicago with head 
 trauma. 
Mason Pack, son of Robert & Kay Terrell’s friend, had 2 recent heart  
 surgeries with complications after the last surgery. 
Linda Smith, Thom Smith’s sister-in-law, having surgery August 17th. 

 
 
 

. 
The Promoter  

 First Cumberland  Presbyterian Church 
127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4836, 37831   
         (865) 483-8433 | www.1stcpc.org  

Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor 
 

August 17, 2026 



                                           SESSION REPORT FOR AUGUST 11, 2026 
 
1. Devotion and Opening Prayer: Mike Bradshaw – Personal testimony (Philippians 4:6-7). 
2. Present: Rev. Blakeburn, Mike Bradshaw, Hal Hughes, Pam Leckey, Theresa McKenrick, Barry 
 Shelton, Thom Smith, Sid Thurman, and Mitzi Griffin (Session Clerk).  
3. Treasurer’s Report: May, June and July Financial Reports were accepted by motion.  Income in 
 May: $25,372.00.  Expenses in May: $22,459.16.  Income in June: $17,358.99.  Expenses in 
 June: $34,148.25.  Income in July: $19,183.81.  Expenses in July: $23,176.12.  Unreserved 
 available funds: $81,329.27.  
4. Pastor’s Report: • Prayer Concerns were discussed • Pastor will be attending Special GA  
 Committee organizational meeting with the new Board of Theological Education on Friday and 
 Saturday, August 28th - 29th in Nashville. 
5. Administrative Ministry: • Potential Elder Delegates to the October 3rd meeting of Presbytery: 
 Thom Smith, Pam Leckey, Sid Thurman.  
6. Christian Education: • Teacher roster for September 2026 through August 2027 if fully staffed. 
 Recommendations: • Kids Game Night on August 22nd. They will show the live action  
 movie of The Lion King. • Teacher recognition on September 13th and Sunday Fun Day 
 also on September 13th • Youth Sunday on September 20th with youth leading Worship  
 Service • Wednesday Evening Study:  Pastor Larry will  lead a study on Max Lucado’s  
 Unbreakable Courage: Strong Faith in an Age of Anxiety, Chaos, and Exhaustion starting  
 October 7th • Sunday Fun Day December 6th • Christmas play rehearsal on December 
 19th • Christmas play on December 20th with a light breakfast served. Dismiss Sunday 
 School on that Day. ∙•The Young Adult Class will use the book The Story for their next study. 
 The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel. Foreword by Max Lucado 
 and Randy Frazee.  
7. Missions Ministry: Theresa McKenrick • Oral report that $5,375 was given for ADFAC which  
 covered 98 backpacks.  
8. Properties Ministry: • Becky Hughes added to the Property Committee, was recommended and 
 approved by email (New Ministry Membership list reflecting adding Becky Hughes to the  
 Properties Ministry, included) • Disconnected Electrical replaced 8 defective light fixtures in 
 the basement area. • Fredericks Lawn Care agreed to trim the 3 bushes between the upper 
 and lower parking lots • New Comcast phone system was installed on June 18th ∙• Big  
 Orange Tree Service  will remove the dead Magnolia tree. •  Honey-Do-Service replaced the 
 concrete steps and railing outside Nursery 2. They are also going to inspect the 3 metal doors 
 and give cost estimates. • Follow-up Fire Department inspection was conducted on July 15, 
 2026. • Met with Insurance reps Farron Bolton and Duncan Shelton. It was recommended and 
 approved by email to change our current Church insurance to Erie Insurance Company to be 
 paid annually. This results in annual savings of $5,640 which included a $990 discount for 
 paying annually. ∙ After getting 3 quotes for cleaning our facility, it was recommended to sign a 
 contract with Cherokee Cleaning Service to provide cleaning services for the upstairs portion 
 of our facility beginning Friday, August 7th .  
9. Stewardship Ministry: • Oral report with request for budget request for 2027. A stewardship  
 ministry member will be reaching out to each ministry this year in hopes of streamlining the 
 process.  
10. Worship Ministry: Amy Byrd will be on maternity leave from August 23rd to October 4th. Carlton 
 Harper will be the interim choir director while she is on maternity leave.  
11. Other Business: CPWM has the following recommendations: • Craft/Soup Fundraiser on 
  November 6th at 4pm, with dinner at 5pm • Advent decorating on November 23rd at 4pm.  
 • December 5th 10:30am Christmas meeting and brunch • Recommendation to refinish the 
 fellowship hall floors with CPWM paying $9,000 and the church covering the remaining 
 $3,000.   

First Cumberland  
Presbyterian of  

Oak Ridge 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
8/19 Jim & Betsy Pease 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn 
Treasurer— Blake Shelton 
Admin. Assistant— Natalie Gibson      
Music Director— Amy Byrd   
Pianist—Kim Keck                
Organist— Barbara Spence        
Accompanist—Rachelle Hall 
Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer 
Youth Leaders— Duncan & Amelia Shelton 

                                                          A NEW WAY TO GIVE 
 
We are excited to announce that our church now offers online giving through Tithe.ly! This  
convenient option makes it easier than ever to support the ministries and mission of our church, 
whether you are worshiping with us in person or online. 
 
With Tithe.ly, you can: 
 
     • Give securely online from your computer or phone. 
     • Choose the fund you would like your gift to support. 
     • Set up a one-time gift or recurring giving. 
     • Give anytime, wherever you are—no need to bring cash or a check. 
 
Online giving is simply another convenient way to faithfully support our church and its ministries. 
We are grateful for your continued generosity and support! 
 
Use the link below or scan the QR code to give online. 
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=edcfd3ec-3d88-4167-8da1-edccab51c827   

BIRTHDAYS 
 

8/20 Donna Binnie 
8/21 JR DeMaster 
8/22 Sophia Hughes 

 
 
8/24 Amy Courtney 
8/27 Carla LeForce 
8/29 Tina Sansom 

                                          THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 
Sunday, August 23, is Theological Education Sunday. A special offering will be received to sup-
port the Board of Theological Education and its ongoing ministry of theological education, leader-
ship development, and preparation for Christian service. 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous support. 


