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WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 
 

July 26, 2026 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Children’s Time: Duncan Shelton 
Choir Special: No Other Name But Jesus 

Sermon: Keys to the Kingdom 
Scripture: Matthew 16:13-20 

PRAYER CONCERNS - MEMBERS 
Dean Binnie,  health issues. 
Dave Ellison, health issues.  
Larry Gentry, in NHC for muscular weakness.  
Carolyn Qualls, diagnosed with hemorrhagic gastritis, more tests to 
 follow. 
Thomas Qualls, health issues. 
Tina Sansom, multiple health issues. 
Kimberly Williams, recently received a stem cell transplant.  
 
PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Frank Bullard, nephew of Becky Bullard, had a heart ablation on July 6. 
Lettie Floyd, great-granddaughter of Dennis and Suzy Sauerwein, born 
 May 27th, has a heart murmur that may require surgery. 
Revonda Hale, friend of Becky Bullard, will be receiving long term care 
 and  has started immunotherapy. 
Betty Hitchcock’s granddaughter’s stepmom is from Venezuela and is  
 asking for prayer for her family. 
Lisa Hollis, Mitzi Griffin’s sister, has Parkinsons, awaiting new  
 medication trial. 
Jodi Lowe, friend of Judy Norman, had a stroke in her eye, more tests t
 o run. 
Bob Minch, Betty Hitchcock’s brother, moved to Pruitt Health. 
Andy Peryam, the brother of John Peryam, has stage 4 lung cancer.  

                                  THE SESSION 
 
         Class of 2026        Class of 2027        Class of 2028                                          
           Pam Leckey       Margaret Harper      Mike Bradshaw               
           Thom Smith     Theresa McKenrick       Ann Gentry 
        Sidney Thurmer       Barry Shelton           Hal Hughes 

Our Faithfulness 
   

  July 12:                               July 19: 
  Sunday School: 23              Sunday School: 20  
  Worship: 90                         Worship: 94  
  Offering: $9,977.81              Offering: $4,535.33 

 
 
 

. 
The Promoter  

 First Cumberland  Presbyterian Church 
127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4836, 37831   
         (865) 483-8433 | www.1stcpc.org  

Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor 
 

July 20, 2026 

                                                    WHAT WE BELIEVE  
 
It should be said at first that we hold much in common with other denominations. We feel that too much 
is said about the beliefs that divide denominations and too little about those great doctrines which are 
held in common by all Christians. Our basic beliefs are:  
 
•Scripture: We believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the infallible rule of faith and 
practice, the authoritative guide for Christian living (2 Timothy 3:16).  
•Salvation: We believe God’s mighty act of reconciling love was accomplished in Jesus Christ, the  
divine Son who became flesh to be the means by which the sins of the world are forgiven. Salvation is 
freely offered to all (John 3:16).  
•Preservation of Believers: Although believers sin and displease God, the covenant relationship is 
maintained by God, who will preserve them in eternal life. Once saved, always saved (John 10:28), 
•Baptism: We believe that water baptism symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit and is the external sign 
that marks forgiveness of sins and membership in the community of faith. We practice sprinkling as our 
mode, but acknowledge any mode of baptism. One does not need to be baptized again when joining 
our church (Acts 2:38-41). 
 •The Lord’s Supper: We believe this sacrament is a means by which the church remembers Christ’s 
suffering and death on the cross. It is also a means of spiritual nourishment and growth, an act of  
grateful obedience to Christ, and a commitment to the work and service of Christ’s church. We have 
open communion and invite to the Lord’s Table all Christians regardless of denominational affiliation 
(Matthew 26:26-29). Children of believers are also invited to participate in this sacrament (Matthew 
19:14).  
•Vision of Ministry: We are Biblically-based and Christ-centered, seeking to be the hands and feet of 
Christ in witness and service to the world and, above all, to live out the love of God to the glory of Jesus 
Christ.  

                                               BABY SHOWER FOR AMY BYRD 
 
Please join the CPWM as we celebrate the upcoming arrival of Amy Byrd's 
sweet baby girl! A baby shower will be held on Sunday, July 26, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
We hope you'll come share in this special time of fellowship as we shower Amy 
and her growing family with love, prayers, and well wishes. If you would like to 
bring a gift, Amy is registered at Babylist.com. 



  
                                                                  LIVE STREAM 

 
              We are now live streaming our worship services! 

              Join us online anytime by visiting our YouTube channel: 
     https://www.youtube.com/@1stcumberlandpresbyterianc307/

 2026 SUMMARY OF ACTIONS  
195th General Assembly Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

 
1. Elected the Reverend Daniel Barkley, Grace Presbytery, as the Moderator. Elected the  
 Reverend Kim Moore, Nashville Presbytery, as the Vice Moderator.  
2. Elected forty-five people to serve on denominational boards and entities. 
3. Approved a goal of $2,400,000 for Our United Outreach (OUO) in 2027.  
4. Encouraged all congregations to provide financial support to Our United Outreach, as they 
 are able. 
5. Formed a new synod named Synod of the Nations, consisting of the following presbyteries: 
 Andes, Emaus, and Cauca Valley. 
6. Instructed presbyteries in the United States to encourage each congregation to receive an 
 offering on the last Sunday of May, or another special day, to support our ministry 
 through Presbyterian Council for Federal Chaplains. 
7. Commended the Reverend Dr. Jody Hill, President of Memphis Theological Seminary, and 
 Reverend Kip Rush, Chairman of the Memphis Theological Seminary Board of 
  Trustees, for their compassion and pastoral care of the students, staff, and faculty as 
 the Seminary begins the process of closing. 
8. Approved the creation of the Board of Theological Education and Lay Ministry (BTE) and the 
 Vision, Mission and Strategic Framework proposed for the Board. 
9. Thanked the current members of the MTS board of trustees for their diligent service to the 
 Cumberland Presbyterian Church during a difficult time in the life of the denomination. 
10. Approved continued funding for MTS/BTE and PAS through OUO.  
11. Authorized the Special Committee created by the 194th General Assembly to continue its 
 work as contemplated by the actions of the General Assembly in its called meeting held 
 January 23, 2026, in Brentwood, Tennessee. 
12. Encouraged the Board of Theological Education and Lay Ministry to develop an evaluation 
 and accountability system for its programs. 
13. A Special Luncheon and Program was hosted by Memphis Theological Seminary/Program 
 of Alternate Studies, and the Special GA MTS Committee was held on Wednesday. 
 Reverend Dr. Michael Qualls, Director of the Program of Alternate Studies and served 
 as Master of Ceremonies. A short presentation and remarks on the legacy of MTS was 
 presented by Dr. Rev. Jody Hill, Memphis Theological Seminary President. Reverend 
 Dr. Larry Blakeburn, chair of the MTS GA Special Committee, spoke on the origins of 
 theological education for Cumberland Presbyterian ministers starting in 1853 and its 
 shift towards an ecumenical emphasis in recent years. With the closing of MTS, the 
 CPC is once again shifting focus on the future training of Cumberland Presbyterian  
 theological education that will equip ministers and congregations for ministry in their 
 communities whether in the US or throughout the world. 
14. The General Assembly adjourned to meet in Lexington, Kentucky on June 20-25, 2027. 

First Cumberland  
Presbyterian of  

Oak Ridge 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
7/20 Dennis Sauerwein 
7/21 Chris McCarthy 
7/22 Duncan Shelton 
7/23 Greg Nutter 
        Tom Urbaniak 
7/30 Maria Welch 
8/02 Alan Hohman 
        Boydie Smith 
        Diane Stetzel 
        Sherry Thomason 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
7/24 Vernon & Tina Sansom 
7/30 Jimmy & Diane Stetzel 
7/31 Tom & Barbara Urbaniak 
8/02 Dean & Donna Binnie 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn 
Treasurer— Blake Shelton 
Admin. Assistant— Natalie Gibson      
Music Director— Amy Byrd   
Pianist—Kim Keck                
Organist— Barbara Spence        
Accompanist—Rachelle Hall 
Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer 
Youth Leaders— Duncan & Amelia Shelton 

WORD BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Word Bible Study Group is beginning a study of  
the Books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.   
Through a study of these books we can learn how God 
blessed and admonished those whom He had chosen to be 
His representatives to the rest of the world.  They have a 
great deal to teach us as we strive to be God’s people in the 
world today. 
Sunday, July 26: Commandments for the People      
                              (Deuteronomy 1-5). 

 
 

                                      JOURNEY STUDY GROUP 
Beginning July 5

th
, they will be studying Be Alive by Warren Wiersbe.   

It’s a study of the Gospel of John.  Wiersbe teaches how no other gospel  
paints such a vivid picture of Jesus as the Son of God. Through miracles,  
parables, and relationships, Jesus shows how He is the fulfillment of God's 
promises of old.  This class meets in the fellowship hall at 9:45. 
Sunday, July 26: The Bad Samaritan (John 4) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@1stcumberlandpresbyterianc307/streams

