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PRAYER CONCERNS - MEMBERS 
Donna Binnie is recovering from hernia surgery. 
Judy Norman’s CT scan looked good, but they’re running additional tests. 
Gerald Poulin waiting on treatment options. 
Thomas Qualls is having tests run. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Candace Atkinson, friend of Becky Bullard, had surgery November 12th. 
John Cagle, nephew of Judy Norman, passed away on December 12th . 
Kathy Gildea, Mary Murray’s sister, decided to stop her cancer treatments. 
Danny Graham, work associate of Sid Thurman, was diagnosed with cancer. 
Gary Jones, brother of Theresa McKenrick, passed away on December 18th. 
Ethan Mistica, 19 year old friend of Troy Welch, was diagnosed with cancer. 
Sue Pommenville, sister of Amy Butcher, was diagnosed with liver cancer. 
Roger Receveur, stepfather of Jimmy Stetzel, passed away on December11th. 
Mike Slusher, father of Becky Hughes, passed away on December 13th . 

Our Faithfulness 
 

 December 14th:            December 21st:      
 Sunday School:  N/A      Sunday School:  27 
 Worship:   110                Worship:   96 
 Offering:   $4,912.09      Offering:   $11,506.00 

 THE SESSION 
 

   Class of 2025       Class of 2026      Class of 2027                               
  Glenn Clemons     Pam Leckey        Margaret Harper              
     Mitzi Griffin         Thom Smith      Theresa McKenrick    
      Jon Keck        Sidney Thurmer       Barry Shelton             

UPCOMING SERMONS      
 

December 28, 2025 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Children’s Time: Duncan Shelton 
Sermon: The Journey Begins - Rev. Harper 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:13-2:3 
 

January 4, 2026 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
Children’s Time: Amelia Shelton 

Sermon: New Year Under Construction 
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 7:24-27 

 g 
The Promoter  

 First Cumberland  Presbyterian Church 
127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4836   
         (865) 483-8433 | www.1stcpc.org  

Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor 
 

December 22, 2025 

THANK YOU, FCPC CONGREGANTS 

As we reflect on the past year at First Cumberland Presbyterian Church, we are filled with gratitude 
for the unwavering support and love of our congregation. Your dedication and commitment have 
strengthened our community, allowing us to grow in faith and service together. We have witnessed 
inspiring moments of fellowship, worship, and outreach, reminding us of the profound impact we can 
have when we come together in Christ’s name. As we look forward to the new year, we are excited 
about the opportunities ahead to deepen our faith, expand our ministries, and continue to embody 
the spirit of love and compassion. Thank you for being an integral part of our journey; together,  
let us embrace the possibilities that lie ahead with hope and joy. 
                       With sincere appreciation,  
                      FCPC Staff 

                                                               CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE 

Join us for a special worship service on Christmas 
Eve at 6:00 pm. This cherished gathering will  

feature lessons, carols, candlelight, and communion. 
We will engage in meaningful scripture readings, 

heartfelt congregational singing, and uplifting special 
music, culminating in the sacred sacrament that  
represents our salvation. Let’s come together to  

celebrate the true reason for the season.  
 We hope to see you there! 

    Christmas Eve   
Communion  

Service  



BIRTHDAYS 
 
12/22 Bob Silva       12/31 Ava Robinson 
12/27 Margaret Harper      01/02 Amanda Weaver 
12/29 Margo Demaster 
 Mason Williams 

THANK YOU, MISSIONS MINISTRY 
 
As we reflect on the past year, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the FCPC congregation for 
your unwavering support and generous contributions to our missions ministry. Your commitment to 
serving others has not only strengthened our outreach initiatives but has also transformed lives in our 
community and beyond. Whether through financial donations, volunteer hours, or prayers, each of 
you has played a vital role in helping us fulfill our mission to spread love and hope to those in need.  
 
FCPC’s 2025 Congregational Offerings: 
 
Cumberland Youth & Family Service: $1,455.00  Memphis Theological Seminary: $1,850.00 
Chaplain’s Fund: $2,535.00    ADFAC School Supplies: $4,275.00  
Stott-Wallace: $1,800.00    Gift to the King: TBD 
Loaves & Fishes: (Hot Lunch Program) $2,157.07 / (Second Harvest) $719.03  
Thanksgiving in October (Camp Chilhowee, Cabin 8): $4,825.00 
Total Offering Contributions (excluding Gift to the King): $19,616.10! 
 
In addition to these offerings, the congregation has contributed to our ongoing missions projects:  
ADFAC Crisis Cupboard and Torch Collection Box, which provides food and supplies to homeless  
and financially disadvantaged members of the community. Also, Corners of Your Field, which is a 
partnership between Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM) and local churches. When our  
congregation donates to KARM thrift stores under the 1st CPC account, a portion of the value is  
returned to the church as gift cards, which are distributed to individuals and families in need.  
In 2025, Corners of Your Field received 111 donations from members of our congregation, yielding 
$310 worth of gift cards, which were distributed to those in need within our community!  
 
“If every item donated to us has sold, your church provided every meal for every person at the  
mission for at least 3 full days! That is an estimated 2,631 people receiving a hot meal!” 
-Linda Whithead, Partner Engagement Manager, KARM Stores 
 
Together, we have accomplished so much this year, from providing essential resources to  
underprivileged families to partnering with local organizations that promote hope and compassion. 
Your dedication has made a profound difference, and we are inspired by the spirit of generosity that 
flourishes within our church family. As we look ahead to new opportunities for service and outreach, 
we are excited to continue this journey with all of you, embodying Christ’s love in action. Thank you 
for being a beacon of hope and for your continued support of our missions ministry!  

ANNIVERSARY 
 
01/04 Bill & June Black 

Happy B ir thday & Anniversary !  

JOURNEY STUDY GROUP 
 

The Journey Study Group has started a new study on the topic of the Holy Spirit. The book they are 
using is Who is the Holy Spirit? A Guide to the Holy Spirit from the Stonecroft Bible Study Series.  
This class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.              
 Sunday, December 28: How Does the Holy Spirit Help Me Grow? 

 Sunday, January 4: What Does the Holy Spirit Bring to My Life? 

 
WORD BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

 

The Word Bible Study Group has started a study of Exodus, using the book Finding True Freedom: 
The Book of Exodus. This is the Winter Study Book from Understanding the Bible—A quarterly series 
of Bible book studies that help you understand the Word of God and apply it to your life. 
            Sunday, December 28: Moses Confronts Pharaoh (Exodus 4:18-6:27) 
            Sunday, January 4: God Sends Plagues against Egypt (Exodus 6:28-10:29) 

CHURCH STAFF 
  Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn 
 Admin. Assistant— Tracy Dunlap  Treasurer— Blake Shelton 
 Music Director— Amy Byrd            Pianist— Kim Keck 
 Organist— Barbara Spence      Accompanist—Rachelle Hall 
                       Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer 
                       Youth Leaders— Duncan & Amelia Shelton 

First Cumberland  
Presbyterian of  

Oak Ridge 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Christian Education Ministry is in the process of forming a new Sunday School Class for the  
purpose of meeting the spiritual growth needs of those who are in high school, college, or other young 
adults. Attendance in this class would be completely optional. You are welcome to continue  
to attend the Sunday School Class you are currently attending. Our aim is to have the new class in 
place by the beginning of the new year. If you are interested in attending the new class, please let  
one of the CE Ministry members know. Thank you! 
 

CE Ministry—Pam Leckey, Margaret Harper, Sarah Makin, Mitzi Griffin, Barbara Fay, Maria Williams. 

PASTOR ON VACATION 
 
Rev. Blakeburn will be on vacation from Thursday, December 25th through Friday, January 1st.  
His administrative assistant will also be on vacation during this time, but will be available and will  
stop by the church periodically during this time. If you need anything while the Pastor is out of office, 
please email tracy@1stcpc.org, leave a message at (865) 483-8433, or (if your message is time 
sensitive) text Tracy at (865) 406-5680 and she will get back to you as soon as possible.  
We appreciate your patience at this time!  


