UPCOMING SERMONS M

December 14, 2025 30
Third Sunday of Advent
Children’s Time: Amelia Shelton
Choir Special: Advent Alleluia
Sermon: Emmanuel
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25

December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Children’s Time: Pastor
Choir Special: An Advent Reflection
@%@  Sermon: What Child Is This?
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

Our Faithfulness )
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November 30th: December 7th:
Sunday School: 28  Sunday School: 27
Worship: 75 Worship: 92
Offering: $6,212.00 Offering: $5,188.72
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THE SESSION
Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Class of 2027
Glenn Clemons  Pam Leckey Margaret Harper
Mitzi Griffin Thom Smith  Theresa McKenrick
Jon Keck Sidney Thurmer Barry Shelton

PRAYER CONCERNS - MEMBERS

Donna Binnie is recovering from hemia surgery.
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Judy Norman will have a CT scan of her lungs on December 18th. = oTU=TT First Cumberland Presbyterian Church

%;s‘fa/d P%I/m”had r? b!opsty ?Sn December 4th. =3 S oN3 3 127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
omas Qualls is having tests run. . n o~ T .

IMeg Schreiber was discharged from NHC on Wed. December 3rd. A g g 5.. % 9 ('\8/Igél;n498§d8diggs|vswc\?v 'IBSOt)C(; :’082?9

Q*xX& @3 - h .

PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS g L) S Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor

Candace Atkinson, friend of Becky Bullard, had surgery November 12th. m 2 @ ) g =

Colby Bolen is recovering from surgery. O35 December 8, 2025

Frank Bullard, nephew of Becky Bullard, health issues. F‘."ﬁ 4 Z2geo %

Mike Cabrera, friend of the Qualls, has dementia. %.%’ 8 og

[Ethan Mistica, 19 year old friend of Troy Welch, was diagnosed with cancer. PR, e

Sue Pommenville, sister of Amy Butcher, was diagnosed with liver cancer. o & s

IRoger Receveur, grandfather of Warren Stetzel, had a stroke. g; S CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:

Bemard Smith, cousin of Carolyn Qualls, progressing Pulmonary Fibrosis. A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM

Tom Urbaniak, Maria Shelton’s father, is recovering from bypass surgery.

Don’t miss the opportunity to celebrate the season with our children on Sunday, December 14.

They will present the play, A Night in Bethlehem, and raise the questions, “What would it have been
like if you had been there on that special night when Jesus was born? What would you have seen or
heard?” Our children and youth will try to answer those questions as they portray Mary, Joseph, the
Innkeeper, the Shepherds who saw the angels, and the Wise Men who traveled to Bethlehem. A light
brunch will be served around 9:45 a.m. and the play will begin at 10:00 a.m. This will take the place
of our Sunday school classes. We hope to see you there! +
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GIFT TO THE KING OFFERING

The Gift to the King Offering this year will help provide a permanent home for our growing
congregation in Planeta Rica, Cordoba, Colombia. For many years, the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in Colombia has carried in prayer the dream of planting congregations in the northern region
of the country. Today, by God'’s grace, that dream is coming to life in Planeta Rica, Cordoba, a town
of hardworking, resilient people who face challenges of displacement and social need every day.

Into this town came Pastor Joaquin Duque, displaced from his home by violence, with a deep desire
to plant a church family rooted in scripture and centered on Christ. What began as a small prayer
gathering in his home has grown into a vibrant congregation of over 60 committed members and a
discipleship ministry reaching more than 120 children.

Now, this growing church faces its next challenge: a place to call their own. Just as God gave us His

ultimate gift—Jesus, who “made his dwelling among us”—your gift will help provide a lasting home

for His people in Planeta Rica. Every dollar, every prayer, every act of generosity brings us closer to

giving this community a place where faith can flourish and God’s Kingdom can grow. Give today and

help provide a permanent home for the Gospel in norther Colombia. 00’
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The Gift to the King Offering will be collected on Sunday, December 21st. ﬁ_




BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

Happy

Birthdaﬁé

& Anniversa ry !

12/14 Patricia Pace
12/16 Amelia Shelton
12/19 Mary Hensley

12/17 Richard & Amy Courtney
12/18 Kevin & Sarah Webber

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE CHANGES
Due to the holidays, some meetings and events have been cancelled. Cancellations are as follows:

December 9: Session Meeting, December 10: Youth Meeting, December 18: Ruth Circle,
December 23: Stephen Ministry, December 24: Intercessory Prayer & Youth Meeting, December
25: Page Turners & Evening Circle, December 31: Youth Meeting

We will provide any further updates as they become available. Thank you for your understanding!

&Qg CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

We will have a Congregational Meeting at the conclusion of our worship service this Sunday,
December 14 to act on a report of the Nominating Committee and elect elders to replace those
rotating off the Session this year. The election of elders is the most important thing a congregation
is asked to do. The success of the mission of our church is dependent upon the effective service of
our leaders.

“Elders are the immediate representatives of the people, elected by them to share with ministers in
the government and leadership of the church. The elders who comprise the session share with the
minister in charge in the pastoral oversight of the particular church” (Confession of Faith, 2.70).

We have three elders whose terms expire in 2025: Glenn Clemons, Mitzi Griffin, and Jon

Keck. Glenn and Jon are not eligible to be elected for another term. Mitzi has decided not to run
for reelection. The Nominating Committee, on behalf of the Session, will nominate Mike Bradshaw,
Ann Gentry, and Hal Hughes to fill these three positions. Other nominations may be made from
the floor by members of the church, with the approval of the persons being nominated. Unless by
acclamation, the vote will be by secret ballot, with a majority of votes cast necessary for election.

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATIONS

We have four ways of notifying our members and friends about cancellations due to weather
conditions. Email: a message will be sent to the congregational list. Phone Call: We will activate
a phone chain and attempt to call everyone on the list. Answering Machine: The church office will
have a recorded message concerning cancellations. Church Sign: We will put a message on the

electronic sign about cancellations. CffB

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The Christian Education Ministry is in the process of forming a new Sunday School Class for the
purpose of meeting the spiritual growth needs of those who are in high school, college, or other young
adults. Attendance in this class would be completely optional. You are welcome to continue

to attend the Sunday School Class you are currently attending. Our aim is to have the new class in
place by the beginning of the new year. If you are interested in attending the new class, please let
one of the CE Ministry members know. Thank you!

CE Ministry—Pam Leckey, Margaret Harper, Sarah Makin, Mitzi Griffin, Barbara Fay, Maria Williams.

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE

We will have a special worship service at 6:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. It's a service of lessons,
carols, candlelight and communion. There will be scripture reading, congregational singing, special
music, and the sacrament that symbolizes our salvation. Let’s gather together and celebrate the
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JOURNEY STUDY GROUP
The Journey Study Group has started a new study on the topic of the Holy Spirit. The book they are
using is Who is the Holy Spirit? A Guide to the Holy Spirit from the Stonecroft Bible Study Series.
This class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.
Sunday, December 14: No Sunday School
Sunday, December 21: What Is the Holy Spirit’s Work?

WORD BIBLE STUDY GROUP

The Word Bible Study Group has started a study of Exodus, using the book Finding True Freedom:
The Book of Exodus. This is the Winter Study Book from Understanding the Bible—A quarterly series
of Bible book studies that help you understand the Word of God and apply it to your life.
Sunday, December 14: No Sunday School ©c
Sunday, December 21: God Calls Moses (Exodus 3:1-4:17) ©

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn
Admin. Assistant— Tracy Dunlap Treasurer— Blake Shelton
Music Director— Amy Byrd Pianist— Kim Keck

Find us on
facebook

Organist— Barbara Spence Accompanist—Rachelle Hall First Cumberland
Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer Presbyterian of

Youth Leaders— Duncan & Amelia Shelton Oak Ridge
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