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PRAYER CONCERNS - MEMBERS 
Donna Binnie is recovering from hernia surgery. 
Judy Norman CT scan looked good but they’re running additional tests. 
Gerald Poulin is waiting for treatment options.  
Thomas Qualls is having tests run. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS - FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Candace Atkinson, friend of Becky Bullard, had surgery November 12th. 
John Cagle, nephew of Judy Norman, passed away on December 12th . 
Ford Deese, friend of Betsy Pease, will have an MRI on January 20th. 
Kathy Gildea, Mary Murray’s sister, decided to stop her cancer treatments. 
Danny Graham, work associate of Sid Thurmer, was diagnosed with cancer. 
Gary Jones, Theresa McKenrick’s brother, passed away on December 18th. 
Ethan Mistica, 19 year old friend of Troy Welch, was diagnosed with cancer. 
Sue Pommenville, sister of Amy Butcher, was diagnosed with liver cancer. 
Roger Receveur, stepfather of Jimmy Stetzel, passed away on December11th. 
Mike Slusher, father of Becky Hughes, passed away on December 13th . 

Our Faithfulness 
 

  December 28th:           January 4th: 
  Sunday School: 30        Sunday School: 26  
  Worship:  81                  Worship:  89   
  Offering:  $12.668.00    Offering:   $4,873.00 

 

UPCOMING SERMONS      
 

January 11, 2026 
First Sunday after Epiphany 
Children’s Time: Patricia Pace 

Sermon: Live in Harmony  
Scripture Reading: Romans 12:9-16 

January 18, 2026 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Children’s Time: Pastor 
Sermon: Declutter Your Life 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:25-34 

                                THE SESSION 
 
      Class of 2026        Class of 2027        Class of 2028                                          
        Pam Leckey       Margaret Harper      Mike Bradshaw               
        Thom Smith     Theresa McKenrick       Ann Gentry 
     Sidney Thurmer       Barry Shelton           Hal Hughes 

 g 
The Promoter  

 First Cumberland  Presbyterian Church 
127 Lafayette Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4836   
         (865) 483-8433 | www.1stcpc.org  

Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn, Pastor 
 

January 5, 2026 

THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
  
What Is Epiphany?  Why do we celebrate it? With the exception of the Easter season, the 
Epiphany of our Lord is the oldest festival of the church year.  The word epiphany means to 
show.  Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as God in flesh to the entire world.  The 
season of Epiphany begins on Tuesday, January 6 (Epiphany Day), and lasts for six  
Sundays and the beginning of the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 18

th
.  

  
Epiphany is associated with the coming of the Magi.  Tradition suggests that they were  
astrologers from Persia who were considered to be wise.  The Bible does not tell us how  
many came to visit the Christ child, but tradition sets the number at three and makes them 
kings.  They offered gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Gold represents Jesus’ royalty; 
frankincense celebrates His divine birth; and myrrh anticipates His death.  Tradition says that 
these gifts financed the holy family’s flight to Egypt and their years as immigrants there.  
  
Until the 19

th
 century, Epiphany Day was more important than Christmas Day.  Following the 

example of the magi, Epiphany was the day when people exchanged gifts.  In the19
th
 century, 

Western culture moved toward Christmas Day to exchange gifts to accommodate fourth  
quarter marketing.  
  
For many people today, Epiphany is just the twelfth day of Christmas and the day we take 
down Christmas decorations. It means more to us. The Magi were not Jewish and this is the 
only time that they are mentioned in the Scripture.  It’s profound that those who saw the  
Christ child were poor shepherds and respected wise men.  Jews and Gentiles.  The gospel  
is meant for rich and poor alike, the educated and uneducated.  In other words, Jesus Christ 
was sent for the entire world! 



BIRTHDAYS 
 
1/09 Gerald Poulin  1/14 Mary Rhodes 
1/11 Emily Hagenauer 1/17 Barry Shelton 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

It should be said at first that we hold much in common with other denominations. We feel that too 
much is said about the beliefs that divide denominations and too little about those great doctrines 
which are held in common by all Christians.  Our basic beliefs are: 
•Scripture: We believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the infallible rule of faith 
and practice, the authoritative guide for Christian living (2 Timothy 3:16). 
•Salvation: We believe God’s mighty act of reconciling love was accomplished in Jesus Christ, the 
divine Son who became flesh to be the means by which the sins of the world are forgiven. Salvation  
is freely offered to all (John 3:16). 
•Preservation of Believers: Although believers sin and displease God, the covenant relationship is 
maintained by God, who will preserve them in eternal life.  Once saved, always saved (John 10:28), 
•Baptism: We believe that water baptism symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit and is the external 
sign that marks forgiveness of sins and membership in the community of faith.  We practice sprinkling 
as our mode, but acknowledge any mode of baptism.  One does not need to be baptized again when 
joining our church (Acts 2:38-41). 
•The Lord’s Supper: We believe this sacrament is a means by which the church remembers Christ’s 
suffering and death on the cross.  It is also a means of spiritual nourishment and growth, an act of 
grateful obedience to Christ, and a commitment to the work and service of Christ’s church.  We have 
open communion and invite to the Lord’s Table all Christians regardless of denominational affiliation 
(Matthew 26:26-29).  Children of believers are also invited to participate in this sacrament  
(Matthew 19:14). 
•Vision of Ministry:  We are Biblically-based and Christ-centered, seeking to be the hands and feet  
of Christ in witness and service to the world and, above all, to live out the love of God to the glory of 
Jesus Christ.  

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION SERVICE 

On Sunday, January 11th, we will gather in joyous celebration as we ordain and install our new  
elders, who have answered the call to serve our congregation with dedication and faithfulness.  
These individuals have been chosen for their spiritual maturity, wisdom, and commitment to our  
community, and we are grateful for their willingness to lead us in our journey of faith. As they embark 
on this important role, let us surround them with our love and support, affirming our shared mission to 
nurture and strengthen both our church and the wider community.  

As we transition, we would like to acknowledge those rotating out of the Session: Class of 2025— 
Glenn Clemons, Mitzi Griffin, and Jon Keck.  

Welcome those joining the Session: Class of 2028— Mike Bradshaw, Ann Gentry, and Hal  Hughes.  

Happy  
B irthday!  

JOURNEY STUDY GROUP 
 

The Journey Study Group has started a new study on the topic of the Holy Spirit. The book they are 
using is Who is the Holy Spirit? A Guide to the Holy Spirit from the Stonecroft Bible Study Series.  
This class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.              
 Sunday, January 11: Living in the Power of the Holy Spirit 
 Sunday, January 18: Enjoying the Presence of the Holy Spirit  

 
WORD BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

 

The Word Bible Study Group has started a study of Exodus, using the book Finding True Freedom: 
The Book of Exodus. This is the Winter Study Book from Understanding the Bible—A quarterly series 
of Bible book studies that help you understand the Word of God and apply it to your life. 
            Sunday, January 11: Paraoh Lets the Israelites Go (Exodus 6:28-10:29) 
            Sunday, January 18: The Israelites Cross the Red Sea (Exodus 13:17-15:21) 

CHURCH STAFF 
  Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Blakeburn 
 Admin. Assistant— Tracy Dunlap  Treasurer— Blake Shelton 
 Music Director— Amy Byrd            Pianist— Kim Keck 
 Organist— Barbara Spence      Accompanist—Rachelle Hall 
                       Facebook Administrator— Harold Ketterer 
                       Youth Leaders— Duncan & Amelia Shelton 

First Cumberland  
Presbyterian of  

Oak Ridge 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Christian Education Ministry is in the process of forming a new Sunday School 
Class for the purpose of meeting the spiritual growth needs of those who are in high 
school, college, or other young adults. Attendance in this class would be completely  
optional. You are welcome to continue to attend the Sunday School Class you are  
currently attending. Our aim is to have the new class in place by the beginning of the 
new year. If you are interested in attending the new class, please let one of the CE  
Ministry members know. Thank you! 
 
CE Ministry—Pam Leckey, Margaret Harper, Sarah Makin,  
           Mitzi Griffin, Barbara Fay, Maria Williams. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATIONS 
 

We have four ways of notifying our members and friends about cancellations due to weather. 
 
Email: a message will be sent to the congregational list. Phone Call: We will activate a phone chain 
and attempt to call everyone on the list. Answering Machine: The church office will have a recorded 
message concerning cancellations. Church Sign: We will put a message on the electronic sign about 
cancellations. Be safe and keep warm this winter season! 


